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Fred Morton is a retired United Methodist  could sense some prospects of a less than
Minister living in Bartlett TN. He is an Eagle  completely restricted life.
Scout, fromTroop/Post 35Was on stdf1954-
57 and was Lodge Chief Order of theow The next summer (1954) | was on staff in the
1957. craft store. But | took the opportunity to take
on life saving merit badge. Having successfully
In the autumn of life | reflect on those people passed that, | went on to complete Scout Life
and places that meant so much to me. Kia Guard the next summer (55) on staff. There
Kima tops the list. Growing up under the after for the next two summers | was on water
shadow of my older brotheEddie, | looked to front staf. All summers on sté&f was in cabin
Scouts as a real adventure. | followed in his 2 (see photo) with David Fleming and Perry
footsteps in our oldroop 35 with Ralph Gaither
Young as Scout MasteDlder brother Eddie
shepherded me through my first class
requirements and within 10 months | was
already a life scout. Then | was stricken with §
illness, most probably mononucleodigith a
pronounce heart murmur and an uncertain
future | was put on severe restriction. This
meant no competitive sports and | felt myself s
pariah among my peers, banned as | was fro .
physical education classes in the seventh gra
That was the limping legacy | had going on m
thirteenth year and making it back to Kia Kim
the summer of 1953. Somehow | sneaked
under the radar to pass swimmers and get my
swimming merit badge. | recall making the mile
swim with John Hurt accompanying in a dingy Waterfront Saff Cabin #2 1952-57)

That was also the summer | was tapped for the Hopi

— | Lodge toda
Order of theArrow and went through the P 9 y
ordeal there at Kia Kima. For the firsttime | (et seimide i dhmmmaiic i aiie kit o
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In looking back, | can now appreciate the

positive impact these experiences and thes
people had on me. Scout Life Guard and tf
Order of theArrow were for me crucial stage &
in the rites of passage to manhood.

|

OKKPA FINANCIAL
UPDATE

We have just completed a very successful year in
both financial and program tern#ss you have

: read, Old Kia Kima had the highest attendance

—

As an insecure rising sophomore in high sc i
the spring of 1955, almost as a lark | tried g
for cheerleader with a friend. He didn’t make
but | did. The only guy among a squad of e
girls. I was then torn with what to do—whetl ="
to follow through with this commitment or
not— and at what cost to my standing amo
my peers. C=
_!

When | got to Kia Kima that June | was gIa:
to be away from those dreadful cheer pract=
| headed up the Craft Shop but was quick 1=
sign up for Scout Life Guard training. Mike
Moyers wadNaterfront Director and in chge.
It was a grueling but ultimately fulfilling
exercise. | became somewhat proficient in |
dingy and canoe—never forget righting eacl
when swamped. Those canoe rescues witt
David Fleming mentoring are seared inmy
psycheAnd pulling the likes of those giants
like Jim Lang and Mike Moyers off the botto me=
of the South Fork has got to count for som!
kind of coup for a young warrior trying to
show his mettle. Successfully passing ScomE

=

Life Guard was for me a milestone. It gave 1
a sense of demonstrating my manliness in ¢
of diminished size and an albatross of a
physical illnessWith Scout Life Guard under
my belt and having stood with those jocks li
Fleming, Hurt and Lang who were on the
playing fields back afreadwell, | felt like |
could hold my head high and do the cheerir
was committed to.

L

Rev) Fred C. Morton
fmorton97@yahoo.com
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ever All of us are pleased that we are able to
’|provide the camping experience that so many of
us associate with Kia Kimés you well know

this does not happen without the support of all of
our members.

[

The complete highlights of our financial year
completed in June 2008 are to be found in our
annual report available on our web sdew of
those highlights are presented here to hopefully
interest you in further look into our financial
strength. Since we are facing a much different
economy in the coming yearou can be glad that
we have taken very conservative steps to insure
the future of our beloved camp.

S : ,
ur income for the last fiscal year was over
$90,000 including $58,000 of donations. These
included large and small gifts to our general fund
as well as sufpﬂort for capital projects for
completion of the hospital and the new bath

&= room.We also have funded our portion of a

matching grant for the river bank stabilization

1ﬁrOject. On the expense side, we were able to
old spending below our $35,000 operating

budget in spite of rising fuel and energy costs.

The exciting thing about our financial status is
that we have been able to “bank” the operating
funds for fiscal years 2009/10 and 20110/1
These funds have been placed in FDIC insured
Certificates of Deposit drawing between 4 and
5% interestAdditionally, our endowment fund is
now approaching $50,000, again in high yield
insured CDs.

This success had been due to the support of all of
sour membersWe need that support to continue,
especially in these uncertain times. Please
remember OKK as you look to those
organizations that are engaged in programs that
have meant so much to all of ¥8e have also
been pleased to have had a number of employer
matching grants. Don't forget to remember OKK
in this regardWe are a 501c3 tax exempt
organization that is recognized by many
companies in their matching funds programs.

Thank you for your continuing support so that we
are able to sustain the programs of Old Kia Kima.
Please contact me or any of our officers for

guestion or comments.
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A River Runs Throught It - Museum

At the September OKKPBoard meeting an  mittee under the leadership of David Logan be
extensive discussion occurred regarding howthe approval body for what is put into the
OKKPA is going to handle its growing collec- museum. Mike Spiotta will work with the

tion of valuable OKK memorabilia. Many of Historic Committee to determine the cabinetry
these treasures of our past require careful Nneeded ‘to display and protect’ and then ob-
preservation and protection from handling bytain competitive quotes.
curious sightseers. It was decided that our (SR EIEEEERR 77 T
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become the official repository of this great
history.

The theme of the museum is “A River Runs §
Through It”, meaning that the museum will &
focus on preservation of the treasures of Kia
Kima, Miramichee, and Kiwani. Furthehe
board directed that the OKIKHistoric Com-
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Changing of the Guard

At the September General Membership meetingeate a true on-line electronic data base of
held at Old Kia Kima, the membership electedOKKPA membership matters.

the new slate of Officers and Directors for the

next two years. The officers include:

Rick Phillips President Mike Kinkade, the incoming Recording

Rick Schmid Vice-president Secretaryhas been a very active OKKP

Alan Meierhoefer ~ Treasurer member and member of the board for many
Mike Kinkade Recording Secretary  years. He is Dean of Facilities Planning at
Anita Demster

N Forrezpinﬂngtiecre.;awtCossatot Community College, University of
eve Demster mmediate Past President o cas ~ Go get ‘em, Mikell

All of these officers were returning from the
prior season, except Mike Kinkade who was
elected to replace retiring Fred Deen as

Returning Board members at large include:
Dennis Cain, George Clarke, Mark Follis, Mike

: ) owman, Pat MoodyCharlie Holland, Buddy
Recording SecretaryThe president expresse;geltner’ Boyd Billingsley Johnny Fletcheand

enormous thanks to Fred who has contribut Im Bottrell. Elected to the board also were

S0 much to OKKR over the years in so many M%‘:ll’k Kruger and Nealalley (his second time
ways. Most members may not even realize tha

round.) Welcom Il.
Fred led the effort of the last few years to around.)Welcome to a
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What to do about the Old MEMORIALS
Dining Hall????

As part of the 2006 land swap deal with CheEo
keeVillage Suburban Improvement District
(SID) OKKPA reacquired our old dining hall

building. It had sat mostly idle for decades i H O N O RAR | U M S
with the Cheroke¥illage Players using it occe

sionally for local theater performances. Undfr

the leadership of Committee Chair Mike Rick Harwell forFrank Simonton
Kinkade, the “Old Dining Hall Committee” Victoria McCoy forRick Phillips
proposed that we demolish the ‘playhouse’ ¥ David Fleming forRick Phillips
portion of the existing building and take the h!.IIWinnie Bush forPat Moody

back to the original footprint. The Board ® Rick Phillips forConnie Bickerstaff
approved this action. Gee, Dokanie, and

Beaulah would be proud.
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i Ole 97Alumni for Buddy Ir win
_Winnie Bush folW.L. “Sunny” Carson
Gladys Demster fodames $ewart

When our museum opens with it's new display
cabinets, we will be asking for donation of
items related to our three camps.

Things such as OKK Sashes, old t-shirts,
Miramichee caps, Kiwani neckerchiefs, old
photos of activites and staff are some of the
things we will need to display

Begin thinking now of what you have that you
would like to share with us.

The History committee (David Logan - chair
man) will decide what is appropriate.

The great OKK land rush of 2008
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To some it may have looked like the Great &
Land Rush of the 1866'as the boundary of - A — ——— ———

our camp rolled rapidly west this fall. The ® tha NewAnnual Report can be found on
board approved the acquisition of land parc®ls

24 & 26 adjacent to our western property ling, OUr web page at:
the needed money was contributed, and

BANG, it was a done deal. “Hegnove that
Conestoga wagon ovewill ‘ya, we're headin’
west!”

www.oldkiakima.org
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Miramichee Reunion 2008

Camp Miramichedlumni hit Hardy Arkan- camping days.They were terrific.Also the

sas by storm during their 4 reunion, Sept. Miramichee Foundation was formed.sit’

7, 2008. Scavenger hunt teams were calliffiyst project is to restore the creek and

the mayor and questioning any long time  riverfront. Thanks to all the guys who gave

residents for answers to clues that were afdvice on this issueAll of the alums are

about their camping days in Hardy as well very grateful as they would not be as far

as Hardy today Fun was had by all and on@long today without it.

alum said, “They certainly knew we were

here”. Approximately 50 alum attended the The weekend closed with the gals touring

reunion held at OKK, and everyone agreeghieir old camp propertyhen having a grati-

is such a beautiful place and perfect for a tude service by the river

reunion. Thank you guys! Canoeing, swim-

ming, renewing friendships, singing aroundThe class of ‘64 did an outstanding job in

the campfire and eating s’mores were en- planning this years reunion, drawing every-

joyed by all as was Saturday*Olympic one even closer togethéWhat a special

Day”. Team events included the geritol event. What a special time. But most of all

relay, bladder toss, pull up relay and toga what a special PLACE!!!

wrap. Bobbywilliams even got into the

action. What a hootTwo special events  Hey, we want to know--------

happened after final banquet. The 80's girls

did the Indian dances reminiscent of their We have CM ties. Can we exchange
them for KK t-shirts?
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Miramichee Reunion 2008

Left to right.. Jerri L ynn Cook and her
daughter Valerie, Suzanne Hilton and

her daughter Shayna, Gayden Denton
and her daughter Valerie, and Chi-Chi

Livaudais with her daughter Nici.
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Indian Dances done by the 80's girls

-

Partial Group Picture at the ledge
by the River at Miramichee




