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OKKPA Board Actions
Raising Money for Three New Projects

The OKKPA Board of Directors approved three new capital projects for the camp
dependent on raising the funds to do them. The three projects are:

1. Developing a plan for and restoring the ruins of the Old Hospital Site behind
the Thunderbird Lodge. There are two additional articles in this Smoke
Signal describing the work to be done. We will need to raise $12,000 - 15,000
to accomplish this project.

2. As our membership ages the climb down to the restrooms at the main
bathhouse becomes more and more of a challenge. The BOD approved raising
the funds to build a new restroom and shower between the Office Building
and the Dining Pavilion. This will be a heated shower. The estimate to complete
this project is $8,000.

3. There are a number of very difficult places to get to in OKK for older members.
The BOD authorized the acquisition of a small four wheel (golf cart like) vehicle
for in-camp transportation. This is a $4000 project.

What is meant by "dependent on raising the funds?” These projects, like the new
chapel built last year, are all “off budget items”. They must be funded by
contributions by our membership. We are asking you to donate to one (or all) of
these worthwhile projects by sending your check to:

Phil Adams, Treasurer

OKKPA g

515 S. Garfield ) &, (
Enid, OK 73703

Be sure and specify on your check which project you're donating for or how you want
your check split.

When will we start construction or purchase? As soon as the full amount is
received, we will begin construction.
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The last un-restored buiIding from OKK is
the old hospital building. Maybe we
saved the best for last. The old hospital
served many, many youth and adults during
its 50 years or so of service. Everything was
treated from bruised knees to snake bite to
broken limbs. Everyone knows the story of
Fred Drake falling out of the top of the giant
cottonwood tree across the river. Where did
they bring him first? Yep, the OKK hospital.
Remember eight weeks later when Fred
came back to camp after recovering in
Memphis. No sooner did he reach camp
than he buried an axe in his calf. Where did
they bring him first? Yep, the OKK hospital.
That finished Fred for that summer.

Over those many years

be another food preparation site for our
camp. To remember our volunteer
professionals and Scouters, the restoration
will have a beautiful Memorial Plaque listing
all the doctors names that YOU are able to
remember. Unfortunately no list of the
Camp Doctors survived the closing of the
camp.

So we’re having a contest. Everyone
who emails in or snail mails in a Volunteer
Doctor’s name or the name of OKK Staff
Member assigned to the hospital will go into
a drawing on the day we dedicate the
redone hospital. The winner of the drawing
will receive his/her one-year dues free. So
get your thinking caps on.
"Let’s see, was his name

there were countless N A
doctors and volunteer %-_ e
Scout medical staff @#1
which made our camp
function. Our plan is to

restore the stonework il
from the old hospital to

Marcus Welby...?”

See article on Page 5
describing the plans for
the redo of the old
hospital.

“i TOLD YOU WE SHOULD HAVE KEPT
THAT HOSPTAL RESTORATION SIMPLE™
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PROJECT TO PURCHASE IN
CAMP 'GOLF CART’

No we're not going to build an 18 hole
golf course on OKK, not even a miniature
golf course.

I don't know if you've noticed, but some
of us OKKPA members are getting
downright feeble. We don't want anyone
who loves OKK and wants to come to all
our events at Hardy to be hampered by
physical disability. AND, there are some
places in camp that are downright
difficult for some of us old folks to get to,
or had you noticed? A couple of
examples are the bathhouses from the
Cooking Pavilion, the Chapel and the
campfire ring from just about anywhere.

Being the resourceful Boy Scouts, Girl
Scout and YWCA types that we are, we
thought we’d raise money for in-camp
transportation. We've researched
different types of vehicles, and we can
have a Jim-Dandy four placer for $4000.
We've got a $100 anonymous donation
already, so only $3900 to go. Grab your
checkbook.

Ruiilary Restroom
and Shower

The third project approved by the Board
at the September 2005 was the
construction of a new Restroom/Shower
facility attached to the back corner of the
Dining Pavilion. It will be between the
Dining Pavilion and the Office Building.

This is a uni-sex facility is designed to
help people who have difficulty climbing
the hill between the Dining Pavilion and
the restrooms at the large bath house. It
can also be used for small groups in the
winter when the main hot water heaters

are off to conserve energy.
Auxilary Restroom -Shower

1

Kitchen Area . Storage
Walk-in
Cooler
Dining Area
Office
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Spring Work Weekend
and
Get Together
e dLediedt

In just a couple of weeks we will have our annual Spring

Work Weekend and Get Together. April 28 — 30., just
following the spring Board of Directors Meeting.
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Itis a great time to see friends again and have a lot of fun
working. (fun and working really isn’t an oxymoron at Old
Kia Kima.).

On Friday night, David Logan and Rick Phillips, our two
OKKPA guys who’ve both earned their Bronze Palm on
their cooking Merit Badge will treat us to a once in lifetime
fish fry. If you miss this, you’ll regret it.

On Saturday night we have another special treat planned.
Rick Schmid’s dad is cooking German bratwurst. Rumor
has it there may be a dutch oven desert cooking contest

There are all kinds of small, but needed projects to be
done. Bring your work clothes, gloves and tools ( rakes,
shovels, even pitchforks to spread mulch). Even those of
us who are “work challenged” will have projects.

I hear that there might be more music and entertainment
provided by our members. That was a real highlight last
year.

So, be sure to make time to come and by all means bring
abuddy with you.

CA Chaper Meeting

A California OKKPA Chapter meeting was held in
Berkeley, CA on March 16, 2006. Attending were
David Fleming (Davis, CA) and Julie and Pug
Swarner (Chukey, TN) who were visiting their
daughter and family in nearby El Cerrito, CA. The
agenda included lively discussions about the
miracles, wonders, experience, and friendships
evolving from Old Kia Kima (circa 1951-58). The
time passed much too fast.

Julie and Pug Swarner photographed beneath
the flags of the USA, City of Berkeley, and the
University of California-Berkeley. In the
foreground are Pug and Julie leaning on an auto
proudly displaying David Fleming’s special
California license plate — KIAKIMA.
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Id Kia Kima Hospital
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The last remaining restoration project of Old Kia
Kima is the Old Hospital. All other original stone
structures of Old Kia Kima have been beautifully
restored and are being well utilized by the youth of
today and their adult leaders. To finish our original
goal of restoring the old camp, we must complete
the Hospital and have it used for our ultimate
purpose. While our style of camp doesn’t need a
hospital, we could use better quarters for our
volunteer rangers that includes lights and
electricity. Another need that has arisen, from time
to time, is an alternate instructional & activity area
that has lighting for evening events. Also, when we
have rainy weather and more than one group in
camp, it would be nice to have an alternate place
that could be used for a group cooking & dining
facility. By restoring the Old Hospital, we would
have a facility that could be used for any of these
possibilities.

The current plan calls for restoring the Old Hospital
with a roof, screen windows, doors, lights,
electricity and a twelve foot deck, overlooking the
river. The cost will run $12,000 with the possibility
of a small shower bathroom for an additional
$3000. To date $5100 has been donated or pledged
to the project, leaving around $10,000 to raise.

When completed, the new structure will be
dedicated to all the doctors who donated a week of
their family vacation to serve as the Camp Doctor at
Old Kia Kima. Our goal is to have this final
restoration project completed and in use for our
September Reunion. With your generous help, I am
confident we will reach our goal.

C. David Logan

by Neal Talley

I'have many fond memories of the Old Kia Kima
Hospital (or Infirmary, as some liked to call it). My
first encounter was in 1955, my first year as a
camper who was away from home for the first time.
On Thursday afternoon as my troop was packing for
an overnighter on Whitehorse Mountain. [ had a
bout with heat exhaustion. So I spent the night in the
hospital while my entire troop was gone. Len
Vandiveer was there and spent a lot of time getting
me rehydrated. He also spent time with me taking
my mind off my terminal case of home sickness;
Len later became a lifelong friend until he passed
away last November.

In 1957 I worked on my very first merit badge, First
Aid. Roy Cardin was a tough instructor, but he gave
me a life long love of Emergency Medial Service.

In 1962 and 1963 I was privileged to step into the
shoes of people like Roy Riddick, Roy Cardin, and
all those who came before me. By then I was a first
aid instructor for the Red Cross and thought I knew
everything. Well I learned just how much I didn’t
know. Luckily, there were many fine doctors who
spent a lot of time educating me and solidifying my
commitment.

These doctors donated a week of their time each
summer so that those of us who were campers and
staff would have a safe experience at camp. I’ll not
mention them by name since we are having a contest
(see page 2) to see how many you can remember.

There are plans to place a plaque at the Old Hospital
site honoring these fine physicians.

I still remember sitting on the back porch, listening
to classical music and watching the waterfront and
the river.
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MIRAMICHEE TO HOLD

SPRING MEETING AT
OLD KI& KIM A&

We are pleased to announce that the alumnae of
Miramichee will spend Memorial Day Weekend
at Old Kia Kima. Anita Demster will be their
volunteer ranger. The meeting will be two fold:
1) to acquaint these fellow South Fork River
folks of the mission and progress here at OKK,
and 2) to enable them to further their efforts to
bring together again the many women who
attended the ‘academy’ down the river. We
welcome them, and encourage them to join
OKKPA.

Reminder

Spring
Clean-up and Get Together
April 28 - 30
Join us and bring a friend
Membership Dues are due and pay-
able
July 1, 2006

Peggy Goolsby
March 2006

Myrtle C. Simonton
March 2006

iﬁ Spring Is Just
[’ ¢ ¥ ¢| Around the Corner

The weekend of April 28-30" will be here
before you know it. Do you remember the
great work weekend we had last year? We had
arecord turnout. We’ve set our sights this year
to do even better.

We’re going to have lots of good food and lots
of fun and entertainment. Mark your calendar
in red Crayon and plan to be there. Last year
we prepared chili on Friday night for 60
attendees (the eventual headcount), but only 30
arrived in time for dinner on Friday night.
Those 30 ate the chili and cheese for 60.

Wow, no wonder, OKKPA members are known
as the “great ones.”

Our theme this year is “Bring a Friend”. Our
big membership drive is still a top priority.
Think about all those people you’ve told about
your great project in Hardy, Arkansas. Think
of how many expressed genuine interest! We’re
asking everyone to look carefully at those
friends of yours whom you’ve always thought
should be OKKPA members. Start prepping
them now to come to Hardy in April.
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